The First American flying (Clipper
characteristics of the ship under construction, as corn-
pared to the original ideas and sketches from which it
had actually evolved. Knowledge, experience, as well
as imagination and intuition, were needetl in order to
detect as early as possible any of the latter* which,
while being calculated on the basis of the best informa-
tion available, could still eventually bring trouble.
Early in 1931 the big plane was assembled and
Hearing completion. Frequently i stayed at the factory-
late at night thinking about the ship, its details, the
programme oi tests and the possible troubles that we
should foresee. Once again we could feel gratified in
watching one more ambitious dream materialize. It
was grand to stand before a nearly completed aero*
plane, and to attempt to recall the impressions created
by the early ideas and sketches of the ship before it
was built, or even designed.
Early in the spring of 1931 the ship was finished,
and after an extensive check and inspection of its
structure and aerodynamics, I released the ship for test
flights. It was a pleasant moment for all of us, who
were at that time on board a motor-boat, to have the
sensation of worry, or at least of tenseness, replaced by
joy and triumph at the sight of the fine, big ship easily
and gracefully taking off. The tests of the 8-40 were
successful and soon afterwards it became possible to
make extensive performance and demonstration flights,
which fully confirmed the expected characteristics of
the ship in the air, on the water and on the ground.
When all tests were completed within a reasonable
period, the 8-40 was returned to the factory, Flights
were suspended for a couple of weeks while the plane
was repainted, and all interior upholstery, carpets.